But ye are a choſen Generation, a royal Prieſthood, an 


And ye ſhall be into me a Kingdom of Priefts, 2 an | . 
holy Nation. : _- Exod, xx. 6. 


boly Nation, a peculigr. 2 0008 A. Pet. i ü. 9. 
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* Honour, and T adele. 


Manifeſted in 
LISURE Dars, and Loving ' Nicars | 
ik And humbly beggeth Leave 
T 0 
WE E DG RF 8 
Theſe His 


LUCUBRATIONS 
For Their Service, 
As a 


* e 
OF HIS 


Profound Submiſſion, i implicitReliance, 
and unwearied Zeal. 
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'PRIESTCRAFT 


b all the Grafts i ow is or evet 5 


exiſt in the World, there has not been any one 


ſo aniverſally honoured, revefenced, and adored as 
Prieſttraft ; nor any one, we ought of Confequence 
to ſuppoſe, To deſerving of Honour, Reverence, 


and Adoration.” Tet ſo it hath happened, that not- 
withſtanding this general Veneration, (as there is no 


Rule without Exceptions). during ſome Periods, and 


in ſome Countries, particularly in our own Age and 
Nation, this holy Myſtery has been contemptuoufly 
ſpoken of, even by the meaneſt Handicraſtſmen. 
I ſhall not enquire into the Cauſes of this periv- 


dical Contempt, that having been already done by 


6 
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- * Preach'd to a private Congregation in the Year 1733; 
und occaſioned by a Sermon on the Duty of People: to. theiy 
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85 of the Crafiſinen . 3 but only endea- 


vor do bew the Immorality and Irreligion of if, by 
proving the divine Right of all Prieſts to exerciſe 
this their Craft upon the Laity, and the. natural 


Duty of all Laymen to /ſubmit implicitly to the 
ging in this ard pus Taſk; 


> 
4 2105 ices of my Countrymen. 1 


The Regle 
| i 7 wap. on 
have Eres, with great Concern, the ill Succeſs of 
the Clergy in defending theit own Trade. People are 


too apt, tg imagine, that the great Zeal and Vehe- 


mence with Which they aſſert their ſpiritual Preroga- 
tives, as Directors, Stewards, and Guardians of our 


Souls, are founded, originally on the Dignities, Re- 


venues, and other temporal and bodily A ppurtenakces; 


which are attached to .thoſe Prerogatives. You 
are a Party. concerned, {this is the Anſwer of our 


modern Anti-clericks) and we do not blame you 


for Haring all you can in behalf of your own Myfte- 

But give us leave, at the ſame Time, to think 
for ourſelves, and believe N as much as we pleaſe 
of what. you advance. Now Matters being at this 
Paſs, and like to continue ſo while the Prieſts had no 
other Advocates but themſelves, I thought I could not 
do a more beneficial Service to the World, than to 
ſtep in as an Auxiliar on their Side. Layman as 1 
am, and without any Proſpect of ever being other- 
wiſe, it cannot be ſuſpected that Tntereſt is my Mo- 
tive: And as to being influeneed (the only Motive that 
can poſſibly remain) T ſolemnly proteſt that I have 
never been apply'd ty directly nor mann. by 
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je 2 end rear: ee 
any Prieſt) Freſbyter, or Teacher upon Earth, 6 


compofe eis Apology * Way farther, tat 1 um Hot = 
| exeſted ol it by Re Prindſhips of r Obliga: | 


The Schelte, indeed, has long been in is Head; 


and was intended at firſt in Favour only of the 


— Clergy :* But upon conſidering the Matter 
fy” I fouhd it would be better to make the Plan 

— gal, atiddefend the Prieſtsof the Hor TENTOrs, 
the CAN Aus, and other f ite Nations, in ſhort of 


the whole World, at the fate Time. For Tunder- 


ſtint of ite, that in [One Cengregational Chiurchey 


amol us, "as" well ab in that by Law eſtabliſhed, 
great Offence has been take a at an Attempt to extend 


dhe priefffy Kuchorty. There are People it ſeems, 


under all the Denominations in GREAT BAtTAIx, 


(hieß truly are not a few ho have the Preſump- 


tion to think that theit ole Fortunes are not to 
be it the Diſpoſal of "their ſpiritual Diredtors, and 
who are: ſo profane 4s" to rank Gentlemen inveſted 
with the tacred: Character in the ſame Order with 
themſelves"; to imagine that a Prieſt and a Layman 
may be "Brothers, and” haye mutual Obligations to 
each other But bow. monttrous and abſurd theſe 
Opinions are, will | appear Ih, the Sequel of this Diſ- 
courſe; © 

© I doubr not but ſome Pignitaries of the High 


Ordet wilt be violently : angry with me in this Place, 


becauſe 1 condeſcend to take notice of ſchiſmatical 

Teachers, and to range em without Diſtinction 

in the prieltiy Clals; But 1 declare once for all, that 
B 2 
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5 i! 0p ER 1 

4 e Meaning, J underſtand all the Bramins, Bonzes, In- 1 

3 cea's, Boles, Talapoins, Cardinals, Levites; Preſbyters, 

1 Paſtors, Patriarchs, ſpiritual Overſeers, &c. &c. in . 
the whole Univerſe : Synonymous Terms, which the | 


”' | Diverſity'of Tongues hath affixed to the ſame, Idea, 
| and which are to be diſtinguiſhed only in Geogra - 
phy, and its dependant Sciences. It is furprizing f 
methinks, that among a Body of Men, who all pro- k 


5 feſs the fame Calling, and proceed upon the ſame 
L f Principles, there ſhould be ſome Who look down f 
With as much Contempt upon others, as they all do 7 oe 

in general upon the Laity. Tho? the Modes of In- N 

duction, the Habits of Diſtin tion, and indeed the 12: 

Manners of operating, . be ſomewhat various among | 

different People; yet the Office i is always and every 

where the ſame,—that of managing our Minds, and ö 
acting a Sort of middle Part between the Object of | 

Worſhip, and the Perſons worſhipping. . The E- 

lection of any particular Number of People, is it not 

equivalent to the Impoſition of conſecrated Hands? 

does it not derive the ſame Power, the ſame indeli- 

ble Character on the Perſon elected? If a Man were a 
| before of no higher a Calling than honeſt Joun 
E. BuxyvAx, undoubtedly this Calling of a Religious 
. Society, full as effectually as the Preſentation of any | 

Great Officer, elevates him at once into the Quality 
of younger Brother to the Pope, the Dairi, or the 
Mufti. He is no longer one of the People, no 
longer any Thing in common with the reſt of Man- 
kind; but a Prieſt, an Ame from e 
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.ed, the whole ſacred Order, Male and Female, from 


London to the Land of Jzs50, and onward quite 
round the Globe, is affronted, ſcandalized, blaſphemed 
_ thro” his Sides, 


This ſhall ſuffice by Way of Introduction, and 
to explain the Nature and Occaſion of my preſent 
Undertaking. I now proceed to the Apology itſelf, 
which I ſhall handle methodically, tran this plain 


| Freien. 


| That Prieſtcraft is the Peres excellent, and the 
moſt ed of all Crafts. 


* 0 


_ And © Gentlemen, to prevent a Mifunderſtand- 
ing between me, the Orator of this Night, and you 


my Auditors, it will be proper in the firſt Place, 
according to the laudable Cuſtom of all difcreet 
Preachers, to explain ſome of the principal Terms, 
which I ſhall have Occaſion to make uſe | in the Courſe 
of my Lecture. 

The moſt obvious of theſe is Prieftcraft ; a Word 
compounded of two Monoſyllables, both of them, 
if I am not miſtaken, as ſignificant as any in the 
Exerisn Language, I muſt conſider them fepa- 
rately, in their primitive and ſimple Acceptations, 
before I pretend to give their full 2 perfect IN 
ing. as they ſtand Joined together. 1 1 | 


33 


Nerf. . 


"anda ſpiritual Guide thither, Is there not, dileefare * 
a mutual Intereſt throughout the Craft, which it much 
behoves the Profeſſors jointly to promote ? Certainly 
there is, and when any Teacher upon Earth is affront-. 


— — — —— 


ene is a e ee ee 
e e Worſhip, or (which indeed is almoſt the only 


Proof of a Deputation) elected by any Society of De- 
votees, to be a Sort of Mediator between the Parties 
thus deputing and electipg. On the Part of the Su- 


periot Being he has the free Riglit of a privy Coun- 


ſellor, the Privilege of addreſſing him in behalf of 
his Clients, and of declaring and explaining his Will 


in all-important Points. On the Part f Man, the 


Client, he has a Right of governing his Intellects, 
directing his Paſſions, preventing his Enquiries, 


preſcribing to him in all ſpiritual Things, and tab 


ing a Share with him of all temporal ones, without 


being expoſed to the Fatigue and bodily Toil by 
which they are uſually acquire. 


Iſay © deputed by any Object of keis Wor- 


ſhip,”. becauſe I take the Word Prieſt, as I before 
deelared, in the moſt; univerſal Senſe, including 
therein as much the Bramins and Bonzes of EAS 
IxpIA, as the ſeveral Orders of Eu RO HRE: For which 
Reaſon I could not, with. any Propriety, ſay . deput- 
ed by the Supreme Being; ſince tis well known that 
He is not always the immediate Object of religious 
Worſhip, but that Abundance of Prieſts profeſs 
themſelves the Deputies of other Gods. 


But then you object againſt the Word depured, | 


How can a Man be deputed by an irrational, or an 
inanimate Being, as ſome: of theſe Gods are? I an- 
ſwer, that tho* We conceive the Gods of other Na- 
tions under theſe degrading Ideas, They are far from 
thinking of them in the ſame Manner Themſelves: 


Fe OY | 
we ſimply; call an Ox, 2. Lg. an Onion, or a Wa- 


fer; and therefore this Deputation is always ſuppoſed ; 
which. is ag much as I require, and as much perbaps 


can b red of x by, lags ee oF 


thei Matters. 

Craſt, the other compounding Word which, 1 am 
n in the general Senſe of it ſigniſies. a pecu- 
liar Art or Cunning, which any Man has either 
found out himſelf, or learn'd of another ; by means 
of which: he becomes uſeful to Society, fills ups 
Place in the Commonwealth, and appropriates to him- - 
ſelf a comfortable Subſiſtence,. or SE a good 
Share of Riches. Toy 

If. it be objected. that there are > many Arts which 
never affard their Profeſſors either Riches or a Liveli- 
hood; I'only anſwer, that then they are not Crafts; 
for tho* every Craft be an Art, every Art is not a 
Craft: The liberal Arts, in particular, have little or 
no Craft in them, and are therefore the Goh Ene- 


mies that Prieſtcraft has in the World. 


From theſe two Definitions will eaſily. reſult a 


third, chat of Prieftcraft, - which take as follows. 


Prieſteraſt is the Art and Myſtery of play ing upon 


the human Mind, as it is practiſed by the Perſons 


deſcrib'd under the Word Prieft : Or, more literally, 
the Art of modelling our Faculties, and managing our 
Paſſions, ſo as to make them ſerve to whatever Pur- 
poſe the Craftſman: deſigns them; and of ſqueezing 
out, at the fame Time, all the Superfluity of our 
Wy Subſtance. 2 | 


Thus far our Deflhitions "have been re . 
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wb is another Word, which we ſhall find it hard 


to make familiar to the Underſtanding; I mean that 


of Prieſthood. This is uſed to denote” that inherent 
and indelible Character, which every Prieſt is 

ſeſs'd of from the Time that he begins to be ſo. I 
know not how to illuſtrate it better than by another 


Word of the ſame Form, which“ is Mig ; fig- 


nifying a certain inviſible Quality, convey'd by a 
'Thump on the Shoulder to'the Perſon whom Majeſty 


favours in that Manner, and who is aw that Nane | 


forwards called a Knight. 

Now am got upon this Parallel, I may Poel f it 
yet farther, and compare Prieſtcraft.alſo to Knight- 
errantry, or the antient Buſineſs of a Knight; and 
by that Means ſet the Man, the Office, and the 
Manner of officiating, in a pretty ſtrong. _ 1 believe 
not diſagreeable Light. 

A Prieſt, having been once formally Benden with 
that Character, puts on a few Ornaments, which no- 


body is to wear but thoſe of his Order; holds up a 


Stone, a jointed Baby, or a Piece of Bread, and tells 
you itis a God: Or, to make the Similitude yet 
ſtronger, he points to the Image of a certain Virgin 


Lady, and tells you ſhe is the Queen of Heaven, 


n 
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8 hace b 0 S413 
| * There is a Paſſage in the Hudependent big, which ſome- 


What reſembles this: Bar as the Author had neter ſeen that 
Book when be wrote this Diſcourſe, he ſaw no Rea on tp 


throw out a Thought which was entirely his own, and whic 
might occur to any one elic & ip ny; of the ſame Subject. 


2 
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fall down on your Knees, and worſhip 3 — 
believing chat what he affirms is true: Otherwiſe he 
cuts you off from the Church,” delivers you over to 
the Devil, or, if it be in his Power (as it frequently 
is) to the Civil Magiſtrate; Wh will either w_ 

ou recant, or leave the World i in a Bonfire | 

In like Manner the antient Knights, being Jubb'> 

and arm d, got upon their Horſes, and made Pro- 
clamation that ſuch a Lady was the greateſt Beauty 


in the Univerſe; challenging the whote World to . 
Prove the contrary, Every one preſent was obliged 


to acquieſce in what he faid, or patiently ſubmit- to 
have his Throat cut in the Lady's Behalf: Unleſs 
any Man were ſo brave as to ſet up another Gentle- 
woman, 'and undertake to maintain her Character 
againſt the Idol of the former, Then they fell to 
Blows, arid ſhe was the faireſt Lady who had the 
ſtouteſt Champion. As that has generally been ac- 
counted the beſt Mode of prieſtly be wich 
had the moſt Power to ſupport it. 

1 might likewiſe obſerve, that our pitta! Cham- 
pions are like the others in their Manner of Addreſs 
to the People. Don Qu1xoT x fwore by his Knight- 
hood, that Donna DvLcinga DEL Togos a was 
the Pfœrix of her Sex: So our hoſtly Guides con- 
firm all they retail to us with their prieſtly Word, 
which | it is Hereſy not to believe. ; 

There is one Thing indeed, to do them both 
Juſtice, in which Prieſteraft and Knight- errantry 


| term to differ very conſiderably, and that is this; 


und the Mother of God. Fou muſt immediziely 


ne 


tenance, and all its romantic Her 
Stage 3 ſo that every Gentleman has had the Liberty 


20 like, what Lady he pleaſes: Buy-Pricftcraks ſeems 


| bravely reſoly'd to defend its Ground againſt al} Opr 
poſition: It ſcorns to be put to.the;Bluſh,z and is de- 


Thoughts and Opinions, becauſe. it knows how 
detrimental ſuch a Freedom. is likely to prove. 


Another Word, of which it will be 8 10 


bn the Meaning, is Layman, or, to ſpeak in Phraſe, 
One of the Vulgar. This is a Machine, or if you 


pleaſe an animated Creature, which has all the viſi- 


ble Marks of Humanity as much as a Prieſt, and in 


reality all the Parts and internal Faculties requiſite 


in a Prieſt 3 but all this without the Power, or at 


eaſt without the Right of putting theſe Faculties in 


Motion, or apply ing theſe Parts to any manner of 
Uſe. He is an Engine to be ſet a going, or a mu- 


| Geal-Inftrument to de pay d upon, by the ghoſtly 
Father. 


I ſhall be excuſed . Uſe of has Expreſſions, when | 


it is conſidered that the. making, Man a Machine, is 
literally agreeable to the Opinion of the moſt fa- 


mod modern Philoſophers, My whole Syſtem then. 


hitherto, advances no more than this: That a ſelect 
Number of theſe Machines are, by ſome Means or 
other, inform'd with a Principle of Motion and Ac- 
tion, which they communicate to others, and; by ſet 
n W e J e ni ie 
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Knight-erraniry has bern long laughed gut of "OP 
driven off the 


termined. never to let us have the Choice of our o ¹¹ 
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* 


3 


1 — . — 
gent r r. vx 


1 3 ic Lefius cramice th A ptitude of this mechanical 
als Notibn in the preſent: Caſe, by comparing it with 
the Ideas we uſually entertain of ather Machines. 
Me ſuppoſe in chem all a juſt Conformity and Pro- 
portion of Parts, which render them proper to an— 
ſwer the End of their Contrivance; whenever the 
Workman pleaſes to make the Application. In a 
Watch, for Inſtance, are the Wheels, the Spring, 
the Chain, all which contribute to move the Hand 
about, when they are put together, and ftrain'd up 
o to a juſt Pitch. So in a Man there is a great Varie- 
ty of Faculties, adapted to each other, which make 
him capable of a thouſand Things, when they are 
properly tun'd. It is the Work of the Prieſt to fire 
the Imagination, inform the Judgment, furniſh the 
Memory, oil the Conſcience, and determine the 
Will; which being done, he 7. _ whole Man 
0 what Purpoſe he thinks proper. 
Bigotry and Devotion, which in this Place I Gall 
aſs as ſynonymous Terms, /without enquiring whe- . 
ther or no they are generally received as ſuch, ſerve 
to expreſs thoſe paſſive Principles in a Layman, 
which reſult from the juſt Modulation of his intel- 
lectual Faculties, and receive the firſt and immediate 
Impreſſions of Prieſtcraft: They are, as it were, the 
Spring of the whole human Machine, which being a 
| wound up by the Key of Inſtruct ion in the Mouth of 
the Prieſt, act upon all the other Parts in ſuch a Man- 
ner, as to excite: in every one the proper Motion, 
| and PE" the yy End of ths: Craft.” 9 
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12 SERMON mi 
Thus have I gone thro' the Syſtematical Part᷑ of 
my Diſcourſe, and 'endeavoured to explain all, or 
moſt of the Terms of Art, which I ſhall make uſe of 

in the Apologetical ; to which I now ( crave 

K- ſerious Attention. 

What I have to offer may be divided into two 8 
1 Parts, each of which will naturally ſeparate into 
ſeveral Subdiviſions. In the :/ Place, I ſhall prove | 
the real and unalienable Dignity of the Prieſthood x | | 

In the ſecond, I ſhall vindicate Prieſtcraft, as it has | 
formerly ever been, and is at preſent practiſed, ſo 4 
far as the Laity will yon in all * Countries 
of the known World. 

The Dignity. of the Prieſthood may be ſhewn 
rom its Antiquity and continued Succeſſion ; from 
the extraordinary Manner in which it has commonly 
been impa rted to the Founders of particular Orders; 
from the e ſublime Titles with which is has always 94 
been diſt inguiſned; from the Object about which it 
is employ d; from the Conſent of all Nations in the 
Maintenance of it; and from the ſuperior Qualities 
it communicates to all who are inveſted with it. 

I begin with its Antiquity and Succeſſion, It 
might not be difficult, perhaps, to prove the Prieſt- 
hood as old as the World, were a Day or two of much 
Conſequence in this Affair: But without ſtraining 
any Point, we find all the Offices of that Function 
performed, according to the Syſtem I have intro- | 
duced, in the very Garden of Enxn, Eve our | 
general Mother was the Devotee, The Perſon wha . 
officiated is not ſo clearly mark*d out, but that there 


en 


— 
* 


Define 7 pri SHA r: 


only call'd The Serpent, as we are to ſuppoſe from his 


Subtilty, which is particularly mentiomd by the | 
_ Jewasn Laywgiver. I cannot determine whether or 


no this individual Perſon be elſewhere diſtinguiſhed 
in the facred Writings by a Proper Name; tho” our 
modern Divines ſeem to agree in Opinion, that it 
was no other than SArAN, the Prince of Deceit 


and Lies. With all my Heart, if they are fond of 


the Interpretation: I can only ſay, that let his Name 
have been what it will, it is to me very app 


that he was a complete Prieſt. , Conſider theſe Pat. 


ticulars. Firſt, He aſſumed the Right of dictating 
the Woman, and, Toformi ng her what would be 
or, her ſpiritual Advantage. Eat of this Fruit, ſays 


he, and ye ſhall be as Gods, knowing Good and Evil. 


| Secondly, He aſſured her of the future Conſequence 


of following his Inſtructions, i in a Point which none 
but a Prieſt, or one fayoured with a ſupernatural 
Intelligence, could pretend to know, when he told 
her, . She ſhould not die. He deceived her it is true, 
and in that Particular ſhew'd himſelf a lying Prophet; 
which ſomewhat favours the modiſh Opinion! con- 
cerning him: But are we from hence to conje 
that he was not of the prieſtly Order ?—Surely, No. 
— Thirdly, The Woman, who doubtleſs had a better 
Opportunity, than we can have at this Diſtance of 
Time, of knowing who he was, immediately heatken- 


ed to all he ſaid, and thereby confeſs'd the Authority 


of his Office, and the Dignity of his Perſon, This 
may ſerve for the Antiquity of the Prieſthood. 


» 
| is Room for divers Opinions cuncerning him: He is 


14 „ SBRMON * 


The inſpited Writers and Joi #11vs have groen us 
Tables of ĩts Sueceſſion in the Ic w sn Nation, from its 
regular Inſtitution in the Perſon of AAA to the De- 
ſtruction of the ſecond Temple. The Catalogue of 
the Popes, to be met witk in EKcblefiaſtical Hits: 
rians, furniſhes us with a like uinterrupted Series in f 
the Catholic Church, from St. PfTER to his preſent * 
Holineſs. The Hiſtories of almoſt every Nation 
are well night as circumſtantial in the Account of 
their ſpiritual Princes, as of their temporal Ones: 
So that having fix'd the Article of Antiquity, 
that of Succeſſion/ will admit of no Diſpute. 8 
In the ſerord Place, I am to take notice of the ex- 
| traordinary Manner in which the Priefthood has been 
imparted to the Founders of particular Orders. Not 
: to mention Inftances that are well known, and which | 
BD we all believe from our Cradles, (tho? theſe might 
— us ſeveral curious Petritülats) 1 ſhall confine 
myſelf to what may be ſelected from profane Hi- 
ſtory * And even here I ſhall be very brief, touching 
only upon ſome of the moſt remarkable Examples, i 
a "curſory Manner; for to trace all the Myſteries | 
and Labyrinths of Prieſtcraft;*in any one Eſta- > if 
_— is a Work of too AE Difficulty” or my 
Capacity and Learning. 
I begin with Mrxos, the celebrated Caillat and 
Kingef CRETE, who for his great Juſtice, and tlie 
Priidetice of his Inſtitutions, is repreſented by the Poets 
as one of the infernal Judges. This Prince, according 
to HomzR * „Was favoured with the Converfation of 
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ort Nmſelf. Once evety nine Tears, it ferm, 
he retired into a Cave, which was called the Cave 
Juri zn, Where that Supreme of the Pagan Deities 


condeſcended to retouch his Laws. One would think 


indeed, that chis novennual Revifal ſhould have ren- 


deired the divide: Concuttenceæ a a little ſuſpected; be- 


cauſe it was natural to have ſuppoſed; that the King 
of Gods and Men was able to have given a complete 


Syſtem at firſt.” But thus did the antient Sages en! 


hance the Idea of theinſelves, and command ſuperĩot 
Reverence from the People. There were Prophets, 
Sotcerers, Magicians in Abundance, who could ef- 
fect very ertrücrdinaty Things, by Powers unknown 
to the Vulgar: But this was not ſufficient for a Le- 
giſlator ; he muſt go further, and give them to un- 
derſtand, that he was not only indulged with ſuper- 
natural Viſions and Revelations, but received into 
che Confidence, Friendſhip, Familiarity of the di- 
vine Beings 3' the moft infallible-Proof of which, nas 
the going often into their Company. © 


"Numa Powmeilivs, the fecond King of 3 | 


440 the Author of its antient Religion. was equally 
ſenſible of the divine Aſſiſtance. When the Tem- 
ple of Janvs was ſhut, and all the neighbouring Na- 


tions were united in Bonds of Amiry, leſt che war- 


like Spirit of his ROoMANS ſnould grow wanton in 


Idleneſs, he took care to give it a ſuperſtitioꝶ Tutn. 


And as he knew the Fear of the Gods could be 


efficaciouſly implanted IC EO COIN. . 
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People, with the Intervention 1 3 | 
to enforce it home, he ptevailed upon the Goofs 
Zctr14 to pay him a Viſit every Night, and 
dictate to him ſuch Inſtitutions, as would be mo 
ceptable to her Brother Divinities : for each x 
whom he- eſtabliſhed an Order of Prieſts, and a 
ſufficient, Number of Holidays. This kept the Peo- 
ple in Action, and made them governable; which 
otherwiſe they would hardly have been: in a Time of | 
profound Tranquility, RowuLys *, his Predeceſ- 
ſor, was feign'd to be tranſlated. among t the Gods, 
upon the Evidence of Jui us Paocur us, with a 
View as well to enhance the regal Character, and 
multiply the Objects of Superſtition, as to prevent 
an Enquiry into the Truth and Circumſtances of his 
private Murder. I cannot but commend one Parti- 
cular in the Conduct of Nun, that has not beon 
imitated, as I remember, by any other Legiſlator : 
I mean his chuſing a female Divinity, before any 
God of them all, for his Night-Companion. 
Not that Z6zx1A was the only one of her Sex, 
who aſſiſted in Affairs of this Nature : For tho 
Mother of PyTHAGORAS , my next Lawgiver, had Aa 
conſiderable Hand. in propagating his Revelation. + 
That Philoſopher, when he came to ITaLy, made 
him a ſubterraneous Cave, in which he ſhut himſelf 


up during a whole Year: His Mother, in the 
meagre. not only fupply's him with N cceſſariess 
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but) deliver'd to-him igMNing all che, Franc. 
| actions; and. Occurences of this Upper, World At 
the End of che Year forth. ha iGues,. all-ſquallid. and 
'" Bn lean, Geclaring he had been in the infernal- Regions, 
and chere learned all that had happened ſince. his De- 
- parture, Which he recited: in Order. This gained 
him the Attention of the ,Populacez who afterwards | 
received his philoſophical and theological Lectures, as 
proceeding from ſome Divinity. FPyYTAAGOU as 
hereby eſtabliſhed that Reputation, Which hath: ſubs 
fiſted ever ſince with ſo much Honour: And the 
Woman his Mother, having been well iuſtructed by 
him in 6 4 eee 
the Secret. i > 9d 01 4699024 
te Jbea not. apptars however, that PxTBAGonAs 
was the Inventor of this Cave-Inſpiraziong..or the 
3 of it after Minos. He dad convert. 
ed with Zonoasr A, Who: was playing, the fare 
Game in Ppa314, and with; equal. Succeſs. The 
Mae tAN Religion, or Sun - Worſhip, was juſt upon 
the Brink of. Ruin, occaſioned by the Impoſture of 
the counterfeit $uzzD1s: But Zons oa a a was re 
ſolved; if poflibley to reſtore. it with Improvements, 
| He had been a Servant of one of the J&w1igm. Pro- 
phets 3 was initiated in all their Myſteries ; had great 
Learning, and Abilities, and was excellently, quali- 
fied for ĩutraducing a new /Reyelation. According» 
ly he retired/among the Oy the mo wie 1 


2 >. 


5. 


F 


l— 


* Pxiptavx's Connect. Book I, — iy. 
C | 


& a „ SERMON -j r 


and ignoraht of the Wolfhißper of Mr gat ſhue 
himſelf up in à Cave; pretended to be abſtracted 
from all or Idly Confidefativiis,” and entirely ſway' d 
by the divine impolfe Here he compoſed the 
Zendavefta, or Fi re- Hadi; "which was the Name he 
Se b his Book of Religious Inſtitutions, alluding - 
to ĩts wonderful Efficacy m Eindling: the F ire of d 
vine Love in the Heart. | 
We do not find indeed, in the two Kft Tiftances, 
that the particular. Mode of Inſpiration was ſpecified ; 
much leſs that a Converſe was pretended 
with any” Deity, as in the Stories of Minos and 
Nun, But the different Situations of theſe: Legi- 
Nators ought to be conſidered, and how much more 
eaſy it was for a King; "than for a poor erratic Phi- 
loſopher, to perform in the high and magnificent 
Way. It would have been difficult for Zoos En, 
or Pyrn Aο AS, to ha ve avoided a particular Scru- ö 
tiny into the Affair by their Superiors, if they had 
pretended to theſe reiterated Viſits: It was therefore 
their Buſineſs to do the whole Work at once; to 
fhur themſelves up, and contrive ſome certain Marks 
er Criteria, which ſhould ſerve for Demonſtration | 
to the Vulgar, (who are ſeldom very critical in theſe ö 
Matters) that their Pretenſions were well founded. 
Such were the Recitals of PyTHACORAS, of — - 
had happened during his Abode in the lower World; 
which were immediately taken as Proofs that he was 
inſtructed by the Gods. 
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9 of the Antients. Doves, we know, are very gen- 
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-- Manowz7 I confeſs, the quite illiterate, ime 
proved upon all his learned Ptedeceſſors ; he had 
his periodical Inſpirations, whiſpered, into his Ear 
by a Dove, which was viſible to his Diſciples: Bur 
he had a new Idea to proceed upon; for that Form 

had never been given to any Divinity! in the Times 


tle and tractable Creatures; and it was not difficult 
to make one of them deſcend to the Place where it 
was uſually fed: But it was hardly poſſible to have 
the ſame Part acted by a Man or a Woman, without 
Danger of Detection. As to other Particulars, he had 
his Cave as well the PR RAHLbx and the Ga RR, and 
copied them in his pretended Mortifications : But ſo 
ſoon as he found himſelf the Maſter of ſufficient 
Power, he had Recourſe to the Exerciſe of it, and 

eſtabliſhed that Empire and Religion by Force of 
Arms, which his Policy perhaps would never have 


raiſed alone. Having once got his Pretenſions re- 


ceived, he did not continue barely to multiply Re- 
velations, but enforced thoſe he had already broach. 
ed, by inculcating the Practice of a ſingle Pre- 
cept, that of propagating Faith by Compulſion. 
Thus we ſee how different Religions, and with 
them different Orders of Prieſthood, have been im. 
parted to the World in the ſeveral Ages of it. They 
were all revealed, at leaſt pretendedly. But we 
have hitherto kept only to our own Hemiſphere, 
where the ſeyeral Lawgivers may be 2 to 


® See the Lives of him. 
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n en Ie was ere more range 


Ishin had not che kalt Knos lege sicher of 


the Cuſtoms or Feople of our World. Man O 


Carle, and Coya MAuA his Queen. and Siſter, tha 


firſt of the [Incas of Px Ru, pretending that they | 
were che Children of the Sun, ſent down for the In- 


ſtruct ion of Mankind, ſoon engaged the Attention 


of their bartkrous Countrymen, and made way for 
eſtabliſhing a new Religion, a regal Government 
and Prieſthood ; which fubſiſted in great Splendor 


till che Invaſion of the Spax arms, who introduced 


the peaceable Chriſtian Faith upon theManomzt an | 
Pritciple of Force. The Regulations made by theſe 


Inca's, both in Möorality and Policy, were hardly 
inferiot to thoſe of the moſt civilized Nations in 
Eurer f; and the Sim icity of their Subjects much 

greater: But none of thoſe could have been intro - 


duced, to any effectuul Purpoſe, without che Sanction 
of a Revelation from the Sun. To obtain this, there- 
fore, Mango Carae and his' Siſter retired from hu- 


man Society, and again after a convenient 


Seaſon, with full Power to impoſe the Laws of their 
Father, which they did not fail to publiſn. 
From all theſe Inſtances, whatever may be thought 
of the Revelations themſelves, theſe manifeſt Truthg 
may be collected: That in the general Senſe of all 
People, none but a Divine Being has the Power of 
impoſing * to controul the Confrences'of Man- 
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kind: That all the great Men in Hiſtory; who 
took upon them to inſtitute new Religions; and new 
-Otdets of Prieſthodd, either had or pretended to have 
divine Revelations ; That the Prieſthood,” whenever 
it was really imparted, was imparted in a very ex- 
ordinary and uncommon Manner, ,a Manner which 
common Reaſon could never comprehend: That 
the Teſt of true Revelation, to ſhort-ſighted Mor- 
| tals, is not altogether ſo certain as ſome have imagin- 
ed z but muſt, however, be capable of being fixed, 
upon comparing it with all the others: That the 
Religion of Prieſts, as it required theſe extraordinary 
Means to introduce it, had always ſomewhat in it 
that was not built upon the Religion of Reaſon. 
hut theſe Reflections are only by the bye. I now 
Proceed to a third Confirmation of the prieſtly Dig- 
nity ; in which I muſt be very ſhort, as in all the 
ſubſequent Particulars of this Proof. It is, The ſub- 
lime Titles wherewith the Prieſthood has been al- 
ways diſtinguiſhed, Not to mention thoſe of Nenad, 
Right Reverend, Moſt Reverend, His 
His Grace, His Eminency, &c, I MET juſt 
take notice, that Vicar-General of Cxzisr, Am- 
baſſador from Heaven, Our Lord God the Pope, the 
Dairi “, the Lama +, and the Kutucta , are ſome- 
what above the uſual Strain of Compliments to the 
very Greateſt of the Laity z yet, if we believe Wri- 
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ters of the moſt undiſputed Veridity, all theſe have 
been uſed, + 

The Object of che Prieſthood; ods un Thing 
to be conſidered, is the Intellect, or that Part of 
a Man which influences his outward Actions, and 
gives him a Superiority over the brutal Creation. 
The Management of this muſt certainly be an Office 
of the higheſt Importance, and confer the greateſt 
Dignity imaginable on the Perſon who is intruſted 
with it; ſince it is true in the mbſt general Senſe, 


that an Officer always receives his Character and 


Degree from the Place he officiates in. Hence it 1s 


that a King is the higheſt of all Civil Officers, as 


he is ſupreme Director of our outward Conduct; and 5 
by Parity of Reaſon, the greateſt King in the Uni- 
verſe, who is merely a Layman (which, thank Hea- 
ven! ours is not) is inferior to the meaneſt Prieſt, 
as his Office is confined: to the leſs noble Part of 
the human Machine. 
That, in the tb Place, The ont of all Na- 
tions hath eſtabliſned the Dignity of the Prieſthood, 
is apparent from Hiſtory, and muſt be allow'd by 
every one, who has been but a little converſant therein. 
And this being allow'd, I believe no- body will diſ- 
pute my bringing the Opinion of all Mankind as a 
very ſubſtantial Proof, I know there has been one 
general Objection ſtarted againſt this Opinion of an 
Univerſal Conſent, It is taken from an inconſider- 
able Set of People, who have appeared frequently in 
ſmall Parties, under the Names of Moraliſts, 
Deiſts, Free-thinkers, &c. and entered their Remon - 


| eme pee the cuſtomary Kdrevence/id 
| che ſacred Order: But as che Number of theſe Peo- 
ple was never ſufficient to render them derade 
and 1 hall by and by prove them to be all Here- 
ticks, 1 ſee no Neceſſity to give myſelf here any 


a local Objection taken from the Conduct of the 
— a' People in the North of 'Tazxrary, 
who frequently facrifice their Prieſts, in order to ſend 
them nearer to their Gods. But let it Th * 

that they do this only from a Principle of Piety, and 

when they are in great Straights, and it will then a 

pear to be an Inſtance of their entire Dependance on 3 


Mediation of theſe holy Men; the Reaſon they give 


for this Practice being, that by thus ſending them 
nearer to their Deities, they put them into a bet- 
ter Capacity of pleading the common Cauſe. It is 
a Wonder, methinks, that a Cuſtom ſo demonſtra- 

bly for the Honour of the Prieſts, has not, before 
no, become more general. And beſides the Honour 


of it, can it fail of being greatly advantageous, as it 
the ſooner removes thoſe pious Souls, who for the 


moſt Part are weary of this wicked World, to the 


Poſſeſſion of thoſe Joys which they have lived in 
the Contemplation of, and which their EN no 
doubt, have panted after? 

The laſt Argument 1 ſhall make uſe of, to deere 
the Dignity of the Prieſthood, is, The ſuperior Qua- 
lities it communicates to the Perfons \is-are inveſt- 

ed with it. Who ever knew an unrighteous, or an 
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Trouble concerning them. There might be, elde, 


| unlearned Prieſt? Who at leaſt, that had a tolerable 
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may be infioyated; by others, we ought to impute it 


only to that Envy which animates Parties, und is a 
. copſtant and neceſſary Attendant on all the Species 
of Bigotry,, Furthermorę, does not the Prieſthood 
convey a remarkable Statclineſs, and Gravity ef Be- 


haviour, even to the leudeſt Collegians, which dif- 
_ to the Character, and not to the natural 


of other Mortals. . Another Quality it communi- 
catesy is à tenacious Love of Property, and à great 
Propenſity to extend it; a ſtrange Aptitude to the 
making of Claims, and to the enforcing of them 
with the ſevereſt Rigour. Has not this been manifeſt, 
even in our own Land, from the many vexatious Pro- 
ſecutions that haye been carried on concerning 
Tythes, and even the maſt frivolous. Points of the 
prieſtly Prerogative? Finally, is not a Prieſt: al- 
ways remarkable for his Fondneſs of thoſe Titles, 


which the Devotion of Mankind, and the Indul - : 


gence of his Country have given him 
A propas to this Jaſt Particular, I remember a 

Fact that happened not many Tears ago, and 
which I can venture to atteſt. A certain Eccleſia, 
ſtick. of the firſt Order, who had newly acquired 
the ſignificant Monoſyllahle Right, came to a Book» 
ſeller's Shop. The Maſter was not within; and 
the Man, dull Raſcal! could not diſtinguiſh the Air 


Share ef Devotion, ever diſeovered| eicher? Ignd- ES 
„muse or Wickedneſ in bjs-own: Prieft? As ta whit 


covers itſelf in every Action of Lite ?| This muſt be 


; of the; Men ;, which, before Initiation, or 
roſpe& of it, are doybtleſs as various as thoſe 
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don the Books in Order. I h 
 youhardly know me. No Sir. live in Square, 
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nf Lꝰd from that of common Curatã : Young 
Man, have you the Codex? The Decretals? Bad- 
Nun BU AMA As Hiſtory ? Ves Bir, quoth Tus 
uu, at the End of every Queſtion; arid reach'd 

ve, young Man, 


and you ſent me a Catalogue: on Fut v laſt; 


Sir, the Porter carried out many that Day, and to 


different Parts of the Town: I cannot know any 
Gentleman by that Token. Well, but have you 


( Sermons? — Tes Sir, a very good Set z here 


they are,—A very handſome Set indeed; however, 
1 have no Occaſion for them. —All this while To- 
MAS, intent only on his Buſineſs, had no Idea that 
cheſe Sermons were to point out his Cuſtomer's 
Name. Well! who could help it? The Doctor. 
tho much diſſatisfy d, was oblig'd to put up with . 

this rude Treatment. He bought what Books he 
wanted ; and ſent for a Hackney Coach, to carry home 

TS Books (that would have ſpoil'd all) but 


| himſelf. —Tie theſe up together and my Man ſhall 


come for them preſently. — Tomas did as com- 
manded, and; upon Reflection, began to think he 


had highly offended, :., He found, in leſs than half 


an Hour, that he was not miſtaken: A Fellow in 
a Livery came to the Door, and aſk'd for the 
Books which the I.“ B** of 8“ ** had left there. 
What Confuſion, think you, was poor THOMAS int, 
We learn from this Inſtance, that it is not mere- 


ly in other Meng? Opmion, but even in the Opi+ 
nion of ts * are profeſſedly the moſt 
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Dignity and Itiportance. What has been Gaia 


_ all Exceptions, and exeite us to double our Regard 


_ what it has been, and now is. The grand Articles 


rant, and under as much Subjection as poſſible: 
The inſiſting very frequently, and very fervently, 


port, by which means the otherwiſe unruly Mul- . 


bumble Men living, that Prieſts are People of great 


therefore may fulfice, by Way of both Argument 
and Example, to vindicate their Character againſt 


towards them, and to exert ourſelves in 
u e e et aaragÞ bn 
I am now to defend their Craft; as it ls rin 
ly been, and is at preſent practiſed, in all the Parts 
of the known World. Fhis 1 ſhall briefly do 
under two Heads. Firnft, By ſhewing the Nature 
of a Craft in general z and Secondly, By ferting forth 
the. good Effects chat Freſta n in ener ee 
Produced.” 
' Bur before I enter upon theſe;" — as Word 
or two concerning this Practice, in order to: ſhew 1 2 


of it are as follow : The keeping the Laity as nnn. 


on their own Prerogatives, Rights, and Honours: 
The intreducing as much Pageantry as poſſible, to 
engage the People's Attention, and divert them 
from any dangerous Points of Speculation; Which. 
perhaps, might turn the Brains of a poor Layman, 
and poſſibly, which is worſt of all, make him diſre- 
gard his ſpiritual Guides: The eſtabliſning as many 
pious Frands as the Pockets of the People can ſup- 


titude, being very poor, becomes very paſſive. 
Theſe, I ſay, are ſome of the principal Articles of 
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ed; may be reckoned; The long Cafalogue of ſuperſti- 


tious Holidays, celebrated with public and pompous 


Feſtivals; Confeſſion and Abſoluion ; Penance; 
Pargatory 3 Limbo; the ſenſual Paradiſe of the 


Souls of their Infants remain till they are pray*d'out 
by the Prieſts of the Country; the Elyzium and 
Tartarus of the Antients; the Country behind the 
Mountains, ſo much talk'd of by the'AMERICANS: 
Wich all the other Worlds in the Moon, and elſe- 


where, which the Prieſts have taught, and the Peo- 


ple believed: Add to theſe, the Doctrines of Relicks, 
Miracles, Apparitions, and the like; "beſides" the 
numberleſs Ceremonies which a Devotee muſt ſub- 
mit to, and pay for in every Country of the World, 
and a Prieſt perform, if ever the poor Penitenc 
thinks of regaining: his former Miſtreſs, or any Thing 
Elſe which he valued in this World. N are the 
Practices which I am now to defend: 
Firſt, From the Nature of a Craft; which u ſup. 
poſed to engage all the Art and Cunning that the 
Profeſſors of it are endued with. The more Impoſi- 
tions, the better; and he who can impoſe his Syſtem 


with the moſt Succeſs, and the greateſt Grace, will 


certainly be the worthieſt and beſt Man. Something 
new, to engroſs our Devotion and our Pence, is of- 
ten as ſerviceable to the Prieſthood, as a new Patern 


to the Mercers at a dead Time of Trade, or after 


a general Mourning. Our Curioſity in Religion will 
lead us to as great Lengths, if not greater than in any 


”y 


Priefteraft: And among the Frauds Thave nmiention-" 


Makonz Trans; the Lake in Cui, where the 
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| es Certainly therefore all devout Per- 
Jons are moſt oblig d to thoſe Performers, who find 
them the greateſt Variety of Entertainment, * -.--/+ 
_ - -- Secondly, From the good Effects which Prieftcrafe 
3 the World. This, indeed, is a ſtrong 
and weighty Argument in its. Defence, and ſhews 
how juſtly it is preferred to all other Crafts. I might 
enumerate many of - theſe good Effects, were it not 
that I have already treſpaſſed upon your Patience: 
There are a few, however, which I muſt not omit. 
The Eſtabliſhment of mighty Empires is the firft 
that occurs. For this I would turn back your Atten- 
tion to the Paſſuges of Hiſtory already mentioned. 
The Frauds of Numa Pon LI us were the Foynda- 
tion of the Roman Greatneſs. The People receiv- 
ed them as from a Divinity; and the SyB1LLINE 
Prophecies, which were afterwards * added as an 
Improvement of Noma's Plan, by returning ſuch 
Oracles as were always ſuited to the Exigencies of 
the State, ſupported their Minds in the moſt danger- 
ous of their Expeditions, The Pzxsran Monarchs, 
who: make ſuch a Figure in antient Hiſtory, were the 
Scholars of ZoxoasTEm ;z and at this Time there is 
not a faithful Gavr, + but would ſuffer Death for 
the Doctrine of his great Prophet. The Tuxxrsn, 
TaxTar, Mocui, and Morocco. Empires; are 
all the Offspring of che Manoug TAN Forgeries: 
As thoſe of CuINA, / Jaran, and other nn 
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how has Chriſtianity and Dominion been 


tion, both in the Easr and Warr InDr2s; by the 
Induſtry and Art of the Catholic Miſſionaries, ſup- 


Dan er. ig —=— © 
| Sead, are founded upon an Adherence id the 


and Myſteries of their ſeveral Philo- 


the fame Men iubder different. Names. We. need 


only read the Hiſtories writtku by: the Sr ANten In- 


vaders themſelves, (who were teady enough to de- 


preciate the Pi wov x4n Religion, in order to vindil | 


cate their own Harbatities) for an Account of the fur+ 


prizing Power, Riches, and Magnificence, | which 


reſulted from the Inſtitutions of the Inca's. : And 


propagated 
together, upon the:Ruins of Paganiſm and Superſtis 


— by 2 due Acquiſition of civil and military 
Force, and the wy e 8 — 
— % e e dei d be ct meant 
Laber Proofof de ni. Effect of Prieftevafo, 
is The Influence it has on the Great and Mighty Ones 


of the Eatth. It keeps a Sort of Equilibre between 
Subjects and their Sovereign ; not permitting: the 


former to grow rich and mutinous, unleſs on certain 
Occaſions; nor the latter too powerful and aſſuming. 


Vainly was it thought, till Prieſtcraft ſnew'd the 
cContrary, that Kings were accountüble to no earths 


ly. Tribunal: But Depoſitions, Aſſaſſinations, Alle. 
giance diſpenſed with, have ſufficiently convinced 


. 7 porn pert eg 
craft. 


- 'F ſhall mention 5 one luda more, tho! mary 


yet remain, How has Prieſteraft adorned our Com- 


ſophers, Priefts, and-pretended. Magicians ;- who are 
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munities, as well/as.reformed. our. Manners! Not to 
take; notice of the decent and ſolemn Figure made 
by Prieſts themſelves,” and which is owing to their 
Carb, their Gravity, their good Living; may we 
not aſcribe to them all the maſt ſumptuous Build- 
ings upon Earth? The Religion inſtituted by God 
himſelf, and communicated to his Servant Moſes, 
had for a long Time only an ordinary Tent devot- 
ed to / it, and in its greateſt Luſtre no mote than a 
ſingle Temple: But the ſeveral Religions inſtituted 
by Prieſts, have each of them an infinite Num- 
ber. Temples, Pagodes, Moſcques, Churches, how 
do they beautify every City, and every Village! 
We are not only taxed for the Maintenance of them, 
but cantoned into Diſtricts for the Sake of placing 
them at due Diſtance, Vet, what is very ſurpriz- 
ing, our modern Prieſts, like thoſe of the I ws, 
affect to ſpeak of this Multiplicity of Structures in 
the ſingle Number. The Temple! The Temple! 
might formerly be a juſt Exclamation. But to hear 
The Church! The Church! in theſe our Days, what 
a monſtrous Idea does it give us? Or rather, what a 
M ultitude of Ideas does it awaken, which aſſembled 
together, preſent us with a Picture more bulky than 
the Tower of Bazzx, even ſuppoſing it finiſhed ? 
What pity that ſucceeding” Architects, in the religi- 
ous Way, did not follow that original Plan! The 
Church might then indeed, by this Time, have been 
a ſort of ſcaling Ladder to HeaYgn, not in a meta- 
phorical, but a literal Senſe ; even ſuppoſing the cele- 
ſtial Pavement to have been much higher above 


our Heads, than ſome venerable; Churchmen have 
wiſely imagined it. 1% NaN 0) 7% ARA. 

-'Groſs as it is, however, +rhisrcomplex Ides of 2 
generkl' Church: hath been ſo effe&tually*bandy'd 
about, that, at ſome certain Times; it ſeems to have 
engaged the general (Attention. of Mankind. To 


the late Queen Av, a celebrated Prieſt made Pro- 
clamation in the largeſt Cathedral of this Kingdom, 
that the Church was in Danger. Immediately all 
Heads were employ d, and all Hands were at Work,' 
to ſave the Church from falling: And becauſe it wit 
a Matter of ſuch Importance, our amp was called 
home, and an End put to a terrible and b 
War, which had otherwiſe utterly ruined Lovis 1k 
Grand, a very good Churchman, and a Monarch 

whoſe Piety, Faw, Temper, and ſteady Attach- 
ment to his 
Wits of his Nation, for near three Quarters of a 
Century ſucceſſively, * To the Vigilance of this wor- 
thy Prieſt we owe not only the ' Preſervation of all 
our old Churches, but perhaps the Erection of 
many new ones: Beſides that the preſent King of 
FrAnce, who, tis ſaid, inherits all the Virtues of 
his great Predeceſſor, is at this Day able to defend 
his hereditary Dominions againſt the Invaſion of his 
Neighbours, 4 even to en them at their Ex- 
pence. | 

Having now ſufficiently beet my Promiſe, 
I ſhall conclude with a few miſcellaneous ' Obſerva-' 


tions, by Way of Reflection on what has been ſaid; ' 
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inſtance only in our o.¹ Country: In the Reign o R 


erhploy'd the Pens of all che 
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And, Ft, from the Advantage that Prieſteraſt has 
ben er to Mankind, I would take Occaſion 0 oſſet / 


a Scheme for extending its Influence, and — 


ing it yet mote univerſally! beneficial; that ſo, if, _ 
chere ſhould be an Increaſe of Proſeſſora, as probably. 
there may be, all the ſupernumetary ones may be 
ſupported wir the ſame Decency and Magnificence 


as thoſe we ate already bleſt with. I would re- 
commend it as neceſſary, on this Occaſion, to have 
a Writing from the, Prieſts (for which I leave them 


to find a. Name) to be added to every Lawyer's 


Writs Juſtice of Peace's Warrant, and Doctor's 
Preſcriptiony: that all thoſe unfanRify'd Scrolls: may. 
have the greater Efficacy, and be defended from hu- 


wan Miſchances: For which Writing I would re- 
quire the ſame. Money to be paid, as for the ori- 
ginal Writ, Warrant, or Prefcription, I would al- 


ſo have a Diſpenſation from the Prieſt made requi - 
ſite, and the Neglect of it fineable, before we under 
take any Thing extraordinary in common Liſe; 
ſuch as the hiring a new Houſe,: the ſetting up a 
Trade, going a Journey, making Love to a young 
Lady, and the like. And if extraordinary Affairs 
ſhould be found inſufficient, this Article might ad- 


mit of vaſt Improvement, and be extended to l. ä 
moſt all the ordinary Actions of Life. 


would never have a Man put himſelf to any uncom- 
mon Expence for a Dinner, or broach a new Caſk. 


of ſtrong Liquor, in order to treat his Friends, 


without inviting his Prieft at the fame Time, that 


he may approve of the Extravagance, and ſanctiſy 
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gt could, im the fame Manner; by Way 


of Hint only, add ſeveral other Ways and Means 
to the ſame Effect, which at preſent I ſhall leave the 


Prieſthood to ſearch after, to whoſe Conſideration 


alſo I commit the Improvement of the above Parti- 
culars. They have them gratis, without Fee or 

Hope of Reward. Not but that I might have expected, 
by Way of Gratitude, ſome little Return of Praiſe, 


were it not that I have been well aſſured, it is never 
their Cuſtom to return Thanks for any Thing. 


I ̃would next inculcate | the Doctrine of abſolute . 
Submiſſion to, and implicit Dependance on, our 
ſpiritual Guides. No Man can urge this Doc- 


trine with more Authority than myſelf, who have, 


perhaps, proved more for the Prieſthood than ever 


was proved before. Let not your vain Reaſonings, 
your mathematical Demonſtrations and Diſtinctions, 
interfere with your Piety and Devotion; but be en- 
tirely paſſive in your Opinions, as well as your Obe- 
dience. Happy the People who can ſee their God 


in a Piece of Bread, a Stone, or a Block which them- 


ſelves. grubb'd out of the Earth. Our Thinking, 
our Enquiring, our unlawful Deſire to know more 
than is proper for us to knowʒ are the Source of all our 
Uneaſineſs. He is the peaceful Man, who truſts his 
Body to Providence, and his Soul to the Prieſts. 


In ſhort, Lam ſo firmly engaged in the Cauſe *of - 


Prieſtcraft; and ſuch an irreconcileable Foe to what- 
ever obſtructs the Increaſe of its Dominion, that 1 
intend very ſoon to write and publiſh three long 
Satires, againſt its three moſt implacable Enemies, 
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I have already given an- honourable: Senſe to the 
Word Bigotry; by making it the ſame with Devo- 
tion. This Word, therefore, and that of Prieſteraſt 
are infinitely obliged to me, and may reaſonably 
hope for the future td be uſed only with Reverence 


and Regard. I would alſo have the Words Ortho. 


doæy and Heterodoxy uſed only to diſtinguiſh a firm 
Attachment or Non-attachment to the Religion of 
one's Country, and the Doctrine of the eſtabliſhed 
Prieſts, let the {aid Religion and Doctrine be what 
they will. This will prevent the Abuſe of theſe. 
Words in Time to come, which have hitherto: had 
a different: Meaning in every — and among 
every Sect in the Univerſe. = 

And whereas we have hitherto bien told, chat 


there can be but one orthodox Opinion, and that 


all other Opinions are Hereſies : I now affirm the 
direct contrary, and maintain, that all the Hereticks 
in the World are of one Faith, and that therefore 
an Agreement of Notions can be no Sign of Ortho- 
doxy, If every Man who believes in his Prieſt be 
orthodox, as I have already proved, and if all Men 
but the Diſciples. of Common S ENS and REASOR 
do thus implicitely believe, as. I could prove with 
the fame. Facility if Time would permit, it follows, 
that thoſe Diſciples of Con Mo Stwse and RRA- 
son are the only Hereticks in the World, and the 


only Men whoſe Society true Bigots ſhould avoid. 
M a Man talk of univerſal Beneyolence and Charity, 


. er. n 


16t the Orthodox hun Him like the Peſtilence 5 but 
if he threaten with Fire and Faggot, and condemn 
every Opinion but his own, beſure he is a true 
Friend to the Prieſthood, and, à ſteady Devotee. 
Never did Men give ſo much Proof of their Piety, 
as the SpANTARDS when they conquer d AuE RICA, _ 
ri ng roar hurt dans ances a 
We rus. had never heard of. 1 

It is wich Grief that I am obliged, at the End of 
thi Apology, to except ſome from the Benefir of 
itz who, the' they bear the Name of Prieſts, know 
nothing at all of the Craft: A Company of falſe 
Brethren, that eat the Bread of their Mother the 
Church, but join themſel ves in Society with her 
Enemies, the Hereticks juſt now exploded. Some © 
of theſe, I underſtand, are ſo impolitic as to ſpeak 
their Seatiments, and to allow that nothing ſhould 
be kept myſterious, which- may be made intelli- 
gible. Without ſetting them together by the Ears 
abour Trifles, they adviſe People to follow the Road 
which Juſtice, Honour, and a few more old- faſhion'd 
Principles point out to them; thereby expoſing the 
ſacred Character, and giving the Profane Occaſion to 
hold it in Contempt. Others perhaps, who are not 
altogether ſo obſtinate in Hereſy, Will juſt allow, in the 
general, that there are ſome Things among them which 
deſerve Reformation, But let me tell them, that, tho* 
more likely to be reclaimed; they are not leſs perni- 
cious to the Craft than the more avowed Betrayers of 
it; foraſmuch as no Man can be a true Prieſt, who 
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21 may Ts — toikheak. Word or two 


Per myſelf. I expect not to be contradicted in aux 
5 I have 4dyanced; becauſe by oppoſibg 
me, yon will oppoſe the Authority of the Prieſt- 
hood; ; which, 1. new repreſent, -and prove. yourſelves 
to be Hereticks. And take this moreover. by the 
Wu, that whiteghis'Portiop of the ſacerdotal Dig- 
nity reſts upon ne, ſhould any one attempt to call in 
Qveſtion che leaſt. Iota of my Apology, I ſhall treat 
him with Neglect; forasmuch as I imagine myſeli. 
at preſent, above taking notice of a Lay-Objection. 
Finally, be exhorted to pay due Defegence to the 
Prieſthood, and to me their Apologiſt reſt yours 
ſelves entirely d. withall-Lhaye' ſaid; arid take 
the Truth of it upen the Verbum Fucerdotis, 7 
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